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Cornish Sardine Management Association 
Code of Conduct 
· Fishery specific objective: Maintain appropriate and adaptive management procedures that support the long-term sustainability of the fishery, based on the biological and population characteristics of the species. 
· Environmental objective: To minimise the impact of fishing activity on the marine environment.
· Economic objective: Maintain stability, in relation to the market, in such a way as to ensure its economic sustainability and ongoing benefit to all CMSA members. Members will ensure that their fishing vessels and processing facilities meet all legal and agreed standards in terms of safety, health and welfare of the crew and employees. Members will ensure all crew and employees are properly trained and facilitating safe and healthy working conditions are maintained. 
· Members will promote the maintenance of the quality, diversity and availability of fishery resources in sufficient quantities for present and future generations and agree to abide by the following fishing effort control measures; which will be reviewed on an annual basis: 
· CSMA membership will be limited to a total of 15 vessels. (Fish landed by tow vessels deployed by CSMA members will be deemed to come from the catching vessel and recorded on the catching vessel’s log sheet).
· CSMA member’s vessels will not exceed an overall length of 15 metres. 
· CSMA members will not deploy ring nets having a headline length which exceeds 450 metres.
· CSMA members will not exceed any harvest control measures put in place.

· Members shall endeavour to ensure their fishing activities prevent overfishing and excess fishing capacity and not lead to more fish being caught than can be safely carried by the available vessels.  Skippers shall communicate with nearby vessels at every opportunity to manage larger catches.  In the event of an excessive catch which cannot be shared with another vessel, fish in the net should be released alive (slipped) at the earliest possible point in the fishing operation the relevant authorities will be informed of any slippage or discards that may result in a possible stranding’s event.

· Members will abide by the CSMA slippage policy when prosecuting the fishery to minimise unwanted catches of pelagic species.

· Members shall accurately complete their CSMA logbooks in a timely manner and submit them for collation annually prior to the AGM.  Cetacean and seabird interactions will be recorded in logbooks whenever applicable.

· Members will undertake research and data collection to improve scientific and technical knowledge of sardine fisheries, including their interaction with the ecosystem, agreeing to take observers too sea when asked.

· The harvesting, handling, processing and distribution of fish and fishery products should be carried out in a manner which will maintain the nutritional value, quality and safety of the products, reduce waste and minimise negative impacts on the environment.

· Members agree to co-operate to prevent conflict, both internally and with non CSMA members. All disputes relating to fishing activities and practices should be resolved in a timely, peaceful and co-operative manner, in accordance with the CSMA Code of Conduct.  

· External communications on behalf of the CMSA (press/media/social media/or with other organisations or groups) must be agreed by members and made through the Chairman or with his express permission. All CMSA members agree that all grievances or complaints about others members will be raised and addressed internally. Where appropriate an independent third party many be engaged to mediate discussions.  
· No CMSA member will act or communicate in a way which damages the reputation or brings the CMSA into disrepute. 
Members behaviour that is unacceptable, offensive or in breach of the code of conduct may result in sanction(s) being imposed as deemed appropriate by collective membership agreement.   
· The Code of Conduct and management measures will be reviewed on an annual basis and signed by each member of the CMSA each year .
CSMA vessel owner & skipper members agree to abide by this Code of Conduct.  CSMA processor members agree to only purchase Cornish ring net caught sardines from CSMA member vessels abiding by the Code of Conduct. 
Vessel/Processor name: ________________________________ Signature:_________________________________
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